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people had been ruled by a despotic governing class.
Therefore, when China became a republic, they had very
little idea of how to govern themselves. The officials of
the old imperial order had possessed a definite moral code
which, in theory at least, they acknowledged as binding
—however often they may have failed to put it into prac-
tice. But this moral code died with them, and a period of
chaos ensued, which was a fertile breeding-ground for
Communist propaganda. And so the New Life Movement
was inaugurated in a speech by the Generalissimo him-
self at Nanchang, in 1934. According to Madame, it was
the sight of the desolation wrought by the Communists in
Kiangsi Province and the feeling that something must be
done for the peasants which roused the Generalissimo to
action.
(Elsewhere we have heard a different and more con-
vincing explanation. When the Nanking Government sup-
pressed the Communists it still had to reckon with the
effects of their propaganda amongst the common people,
who had come to respect them and to learn from them a
different way of life. The New Life Movement was there-
fore, according to this view, a direct attempt to compete
with the Communist platform of economic and social re-
form, substituting a retreat to Confucius for an advance
to Marx. In a sense Madame herself admitted this when
she said; "We are giving the people what the Communists
promised but couldn't perform/)
The New Life Movement is based on the practice of
four moral virtues: Li or Reason, / or Propriety of the
Outward Man, Lien or Moral Judgment, and Chih or Con-
science. It aims at instilling into the people ideals of
civic responsibility and social service. Volunteers have
been sent out to check administrative corruption, clean
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